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Rainhow over Tacadang: Fulfilling promises. (Photo by Arlene Bolante)

A heart for mountain people

By Ace Concordia, Climhing For Christ Philippines

“Lets go home!” resolve to continue. The thought of returning to my
These were the words | forcefully said to my best family and the normalcy of my Iif_e was _the cold water
friend Jhun Hacbang in the midst of my physical Lpﬁgeded t9 push me on. To d_ate It 'S.St'" the most
weakness and discouragement on ifficult climb | have knqv_vn in the history of

the very first exploratory climb C4C Philippines.

to Tacadang in the mountains of Philippines I have made eight climbs to the
Kibungan. I did not want to take mountains of Kibungan, and have
another step forward; my courage tackled more challenging routes, but
had already left me. | was on the border of desperation I sometimes look back to that first climb and wonder:
and defeat. Only when my friend Jhun said: “Just a why it was the most difficult?

little bit more, bro, we're almost home,” did | find new )
Continued on page 6
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Climbing For Christ

We are sent to mountainous areas of the world to deliver the Gospel where other

missionaries cannot or will not go.

Mission Statement

Members of Climbing For Christ agree that we are called to:

< Bring praise, honor and glory to God — the Creator of all things,
including the mountains we love — and to our Redeemer,

His beloved Son.

< Inspire believers to achieve greater spiritual and physical heights

in this world.

< Introduce the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior, to those living in or
visiting mountainous areas who don't know Him personally in a new,

exciting and everlasting way.

To join Climhing For Christ, visit www.climbingforchrist.org/Default.aspx?tabid=146

THE CLIMBING WAY is a
product of Climbing For Christ,
Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization. We are a missions-
based, non-denominational
organization. Send questions
and comments via e-mail to
info@ClimbingForChrist.org

or write to:

Climbing For Christ, Inc.
PO. Box 16290
Rochester, N.Y. 14616-0290

For more information on Climbing
For Christ, go online at:
www.ClimbingForChrist.org

To contribute to The Climbing Way
or ClimbingForChrist.org send

an inquiry to
info@ClimbingForChrist.org.

WARN'NG' Activities described

in this publication and on
ClimbingForChrist.org carry a
significant risk of personal injury
or death. Do not participate in

mountaineering, rock climbing, ice

climbing, bouldering, and hiking
and trekking unless you are an
expert, have sought and obtained
qualified professional instruction
or guidance, are knowledgeable
about the risks involved, and are
willing to assume personal
responsibility for all risks
associated with these activities.
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A Letter from the Editors

(Gary Fallesen with a nomadic family in the mlddle of somewhere.

Finding lost sheep &=xee™

The cost seems great. About $3,000 USD per person to
fly, drive and trek to an ends-of-the-earth location where
no other missionary is working. Multiply that times three
for the number of North Americans making this journey.
Then add the monthly support provided to a national
serving as our missionary there. That’s roughly $15,000
USD this year for one mission.

Plus the invaluable time each person is giving.

All of this to reach a place where one or two souls might
be inching toward salvation?

It sometimes gives us pause to think: Is
it worth it? [Read Brandy Everts’ story
“Only God makes things grow” on
page 4 for one such testimony.]

Jesus told His disciples a parable,

which was recorded in the Gospels Letter from the Editors
of Matthew and Luke. “What do you Mission: Possible
think?” Jesus says in Matthew 18:12- Mission: Peru

13. “If a man owns a hundred sheep, 2010 Donors

and one of them wanders away, will he
not leave the ninety-nine on the hills .
and go to look for the one that wan- Pakllstan
dered off? And if he finds it, truly 1 tell A View
you, he is happier about that one sheep

than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off.”

In Luke 15:3-7, our Lord says: “Suppose one of you has
a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn't he leave
the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost
sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully
puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls

his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with
me; | have found my lost sheep.’ I tell you that in the
same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous
persons who do not need to repent.”

Mission: Philippines

2011 Annual Meeting

God has made it very clear that each and every soul is
important to Him. At what price? The greatest. He sent
His Son, Jesus, to die for one and all.

Climbing For Christ should be willing to give ALL for
ONE. Not to mention to give our all for The One — our
Creator, Sustainer, Sender. The One we glorify.

In “A View,” written for The Climbing Way

(Volume 6, Winter 2006-2007) after Mission: Haiti

2006, Gary mused: “One person can make a difference

in another person's life. But only if we heed the Spirit's

leading and answer the call. It is not us, after all, who
make the difference. This is not about
the power of one. This is about the
power of the One and Only.”

Or as the Christian rock band Jars of

|

3 Clay sang in “Call My Name”:

4 “When | hear you call my name
0 “Send me to the edge of the earth
2 “Show me what a life is worth
3 “When | hear you call my name.”
15 God calls us. He sends us. We go
6 to the ends of the earth, where we

find lost sheep. There are millions of

them out there. They are wandering
from the Philippines to Peru [see our stories on Mission:
Philippines and Mission: Peru on pages 1 and 10,
respectively]. Some follow Islam [see “A growing
opportunity” by Climbing For Christ spiritual
coordinator Jordan Rowley on page 16].

There is no way to put a price tag on one sheep.
Not in money or time. Jesus gave His all. Followers
of Christ — climbing or not — should be willing to
do the same.



Mission: Possible

Mike Wall, left, and Brandy Everts
trek into a high-altitude valley with
our indigenous missionary “Frank.”
(Photo by Rachel Beckham-Wall)

'Only God makes things grow

By Brandy Everts, Climbing For Christ Canada

With great expectation, our dedicated team of four
anxiously awaited the end of the grueling five days of
travel from our homes to our destination in the valley.
How would God reveal His glory to these nomadic
people? How would He build on the previous trips to
this area? What had He done in their hearts since we
had been there last?

We were entering the unknown and trusting that God
would again provide and protect. Mission: Possible 6
was about to unfold.

Even though many of our team members already

had relationships with our friends in the valley, we
were struck with the frustration of not being able to
speak their dialect. Are we going to make a difference
here when our cultures are worlds apart? We can't
share our hearts when we can't speak the language.

It is such a long, long way to get here, is it worth

it? Should we just send our money and support our
missionary? Maybe that would be a better use of our
resources. Lord, we surrender our all.

When we arrived in the valley and set up camp for the
first few nights, we watched our crippled monk friend
walk down the hill and cross the river with his niece
and nephew. When visiting with the family our team
was encouraged, as it was evident that our friend's
health was improving. His limp was less prominent
and his speech, which was only grunts in the past,

had graduated to obvious efforts of word formation.

The family still longs to see the crippled monk fully
healed. His disgruntled father expressed that he was
less than impressed with the higher Buddhist monks
because they could not heal his son.

Before leaving the valley our team longed for an
opportunity to lay hands and pray for Jesus to totally
restore this crippled monk’s health. Unfortunately,
rumors were being spread that “we had come to
convert the family,” and certain members of the
family did not feel comfortable with us praying for
our friend. So we had to honor the situation and step
back, allowing for God's future timing.

We began to notice an encouraging change as we
moved further into the valley. During a 7%-hour hike
of 20 kilometers (more than 12 miles) at an elevation
of 14,000 to 15,000 feet, we began to be stopped by
people who were going about their daily duties. Some
were en route to the nearest town on their motor
bikes to sell caterpillars, roots that are in high demand
as a natural medicine throughout that part of the
world. Others were families going to gather
caterpillars in the hills. Still others were children and
their families inviting us in for tea and a rest before
carrying on our journey.

The scenario was consistent with every group of
people that would stop and talk to us. Every group
would ask “Frank,” the English name we call our
translator: “Where are you going? What are you doing
here?” Then they would tell us that they remembered

us from previous trips.
P P Continued on page 5



A nomadic home. (Photo by Gary Fallesen)

Frank would joke around with us and say, “Everyone
remembers you — you are like superstars here!”

We would think: “Maybe Jesus Christ Superstars.
Without Him, we are nothing.”

We found it interesting how many people
remembered us, when we couldn’t remember them.

In our devotion time, we again discussed whether it
was important for Climbing For Christ to continue
making these trips. Or would it would be better for
us to use our resources to support Frank, because
he knows the language and the culture and seems so
much more effective?

God continued to speak to us, showing us that it is
important for us to just show up and that He will do
the work.

“So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is
anything, but only God, who makes things grow.”
— 1 Corinthians 3:7 (NIV)

We unanimously agreed that we would continue to

be obedient to His calling in this valley. Not only is
our presence a testimony to Jesus and His faithful love
as we continue to return to the area, but it is also an
encouragement to Frank that he is not alone out on
the battlefield.

In this large nomadic valley — with families spread
widely — it was interesting to discover that their
primitive, but very effective communication system
included Frank’s passionate sharing of the Gospel and
the love of Christ. As questions were asked, and Frank
answered, the subsequent months would buzz with
communication throughout the valley, as this nomadic
peoples group would ponder and talk amongst each
other about this foreign God and how He is different
from the Dalai Lama.

When arriving at another local friend’s house, we were
welcomed with open arms as excited children ran
around, not able to contain their feelings as they once

again saw their unexpected visitors. The next day we
played with the children while Frank and our friend
went to find caterpillars.

When they returned, Frank was ecstatic and wanted to
talk to us right away. Our nomadic friend proclaimed
that “Jesus Christ is real and that He does not want to
follow Tibetan Buddhism anymore!”

He said that he had listened to the radio that we
had given him in 2009, enabling him to listen to a
Christian program broadcast from a neighboring

country. He then
read the Bible as
well as the
discipleship

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been
package that we  giyon 19 e, Therefore go and make disciples
had prepared for . . .
him and others in _ 0f all nations, haptizing them in the name
the valley. With of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
these tools he had  Spjrit, and teaching them to ohey everything
made a decision: - v commanded you. And surely | am with

“Yes, Jesus Christ o
is real!” you always, to the very end of the age.

- Matthew 28:18-20 (NIV)

He continued
to tell Frank

that due to the
persecution of Christians, he was

concerned for the safety of his eight children and all
his grandchildren. Frank was able to encourage him as
he shared his own similar testimony about how he also
was ostracized from his family and village, but because
he knew that the Gospel was true, he was willing to
put it all in the hands of Jesus.

This was affirmation that we should continue to

go back to the valley. We will continue to visit our
nomadic friends, explore more of the valley, and
spread the Truth of His love for this unreached people
group. We are planning Mission: Possible 7. ¥

FIRsT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
801 Main Street
Cafion City, Colorado 81212

719-275-0681
Sunday Worship: 8:30 and 11 a.m.
Education: 9:45 a.m.




PHILIPPINES, from page |

Climhing For Christ Philippines coordinator Ace Concordia makes friends with children in Tacadang. (Photo by Rodel 0. Talde)

| realize that it wasn't the terrain or the bad weather
that wore me down. Nor was it the distance or the
danger. During that time in 2008, C4C Philippines
was a ministry being born. The president of Climbing
For Christ, Gary Fallesen, was coming from the United
States to visit and see our mission fields. The problem
was we didn't have one.

With the help of friends from another mission
organization | came to know of a remote village in the
mountains of Kibungan called Tacadang. Very few went
there they told us, even most locals of Kibungan's town
proper have never been there.

So a two-man exploratory team consisting of Jhun
and | set off to find this place. We had done what
we could to prepare for the climb: packed our gear,
cooked our meals, and hired a guide. But on the first

day of reaching Tacadang, after an almost 12-hour
climb, I was convinced | would never return there. |
even doubted if | would continue on as a member of
CAC. | felt unqualified in all aspects to become part of
CA4C. Soaking wet, tired, and discouraged, | was telling
myself that | couldn't do this. Maybe | was the wrong
person for this great challenge.

As | think about that day now; | realize that | hadn't
done all the right preparations to be part of Climbing
For Christ. We will always fall short no matter how
ready we think we are for the task, because only God
can prepare someone for the task that He himself has
set. On our own we will never be ready for the tasks
He has placed before us. Only He knows what’s needed
to accomplish the mission. He knew that despite my

Continued on page 7

We invite you to help CAC Philippines to fulfill its promise of returning
to bring the light and love of Jesus Christ to the people of Kibungan, a
mountainous municipality in the province of Benguet on the northern
island of Luzon.

Mission: Philippines 2012

Join us in 2012 as we prepare for three mission climbs to the remote
villages of Dalipey, Tacadang, Les-eng, and Badeo.

 Dalipey (Feb. 8-13, 2012)
= Tacadang and Les-eng (June 7-14, 2012)
e Badeo (Oct. 5-8, 2012)

Estimated cost: US$75 per person in-country. This does not include air-
fare to/from Manila, Philippines and a financial gift to support the work
of Mission: Philippines in Kibungan.

E-mail info@ClimhingForChrist.org to request a mission application.

Entering Les-eng. (Photo by Rodel 0. Talde)



skills, my heart was not ready. | was not prepared After trekking out of Tacadang, | struggled with the

to accept the great responsibility and calling to be thought of returning. | didn't want to go back. But a
Climbing For Christ. He knew this. week later | opened my wallet to discover small pieces
of paper that suddenly reminded me of the people of
Tacadang. The pieces of paper were given to me by shy
women who wrote down a request for us to bring basic
school supplies to help their children in the event we
decided to return. At that moment | was totally broken.

The climb was difficult because I was climbing with
the wrong heart. That is why He had to break me
down. He had to make the climb difficult to crush my
heart. That way He could give me a new one.

o s f God showed me my own selfishness, my cowardice,
s 12 e/ and my lack of faith. | had finally stopped wrestling
Fod - 0 100 200 km
.. CHINA N % Som with God.
"-“x. ) I have learned that when God changes your heart, that
b is the beginning of the change of your life. But He often
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The rice fields of Les-eng, above (photographed by Kolbel Acquiapat);
towering waterfalls, below left (photographed by Ace Concordia), and the
Climhing For Christ Philippines mission team jumping for joy in Tacadang
(photographed by Rodel 0. Talde).

Philippines

Climbing For Christ has continued to fulfill its
promise to the people of Kibungan through eight
mission climbs. More than anything, we fulfill our
promises because we see that God fulfills His
promises to us.

God has given His commitment by sacrificing His
son. What He needs are those who will commit to
Him and His mission.




Handing out school supplies to children, left (photo by Rodel 0. Talde), and doing medical checkups (photo by Kolbel Acquiapat) are two of the ways physical needs are met.

“But | tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God's
throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city
of the Great King. And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even
one hair white or black. All you need to say is simply ‘Yes' or 'No'...”

— Matthew 5:34-37 (NIV)

Backpacking through
Kibungan. (Photo by
Ace Concordia)




Justin Rowley offers the Word of God to a man in the village of Cajapampa. (Photo by Gary Fallesen)

Justin Rowley spoke to his church family after
returning from our inaugural Mission: Peru in May.
He thanked them for their prayers. “There was no
opposition and every step was ordained due largely
to prayers from the home front,” he said.

We had been covered in a
commissioning prayer by
my pastor, Larry Stojkovic,
who shared these words
from Acts 28:31: “Boldly and
without hindrance he preached
the kingdom of God and taught
about the Lord Jesus Christ.”

We went from village to
village in the Cordillera
Blanca mountains of central
Peru preaching and teaching.
With no obstacles,

answering divine
appointments set for us by
the One who did the sending.

“I kept finding myself being broken over and

over for each individual we had the privilege of
ministering to,” recalled Jordan Rowley, Climbing For
Christ’s spiritual coordinator. “My heart was touched
by God in a new way.”

Two brothers (Justin and Jordan Rowley) along with
a son and his father (Jesse Fallesen and me) traveled
from Rochester, NY, USA to Huaraz, Peru to connect
with the rest of our team. They included the men
who would be named co-coordinators of Climbing
For Christ Peru at the end of this trip, evangelist
Jaime Servat and mountain guide Edwin Milla.

Blood relations were brought together with brothers
in Christ; all of us washed by the blood of the Savior,
Jesus Christ, Whom we desire to share.

“Everything went real well,” Jesse Fallesen said. “It
was a special team; special because it was more like

Helping Hands

Please support the work God is doing through
Climbing For Christ in the mountains of

Peru with prayer and financial support. Send
donations to Climbing For Christ at PO. Box
16290, Rochester, NY 14616-0290 USA.

To view a video about Mission: Peru and Alison visit
http://www.climbingforchrist.org/Default.aspx?tahid=3006

Showing up
and watching
Him work

By Gary Fallesen
Climbing For Christ president

a family. It allowed us to be comfortable with each
other and made it easier to cope with the unknown
of every day.”

Mission: Peru was a survey mission, which is always
an entry way into new territory. Surveys — like most
missions into the mountains
— usually are met with
great spiritual opposition.
The mountains are the
enemy’s stronghold because,
often times, there is only
darkness in the mountains.
Few go there in the name of
Jesus Christ.

But in Peru our team was
greeted with pleasant sur-
prises. We realized there is
much work to be done in
these villages (and beyond),
but the harvest is ripe. The
church is alive and growing in the Cordillera Blanca.
The light of Jesus is shining.

Seeing this taught Jordan “mainly to show up and
watch Him, allow Him to work.”

Continued on page Il

Trekking toward Nevado Huascaran, the highest mountain in Peru. (Photo by Gary Fallesen)



Jesse Fallesen with Alison, a 9-year-old girl from the village of Chalhua who
hefriended our mission team. (Photo by Gary Fallesen)

Our team showed up in Chalhua, a dirt-poor village
located at 11,900 feet (3,625 meters), during the
second week of the mission. We were introduced to a
pastor whose church is outgrowing her house.

She showed us a field next door. It had been plowed
as if waiting to be planted. But there were no plans to
grow vegetables — only the opportunity to build

a church.

We set out from this place to evangelize the village.

earlier in the distant capital of Lima. Alison had not
seen her since.

After Taina was hospitalized, Alison was deserted by
her father.

Shortly after our short-term team returned to the
States, Jaime went to Lima to locate Alison’s mother.
We discovered that she was no longer in the hospital,
but working on a farm about one hour north of Lima
near Huaral City. Alison’s mother was supposed to be
on an outpatient treatment for her epilepsy.

However, we learned, she could not afford to
continue treatments.

Jaime began to work on making arrangements to
reunite this family. We then learned that Alison's
father had died, possibly from alcoholism, in a
suburb of Lima.

This news was shared with Jaime when he went
back to Chalua in July. Alison’s grandmother had just
been told.

“l went out of the house to pray and Alison appeared
(some distance) away from me,” Jaime said. “I called
to her and she came running, so happy. She told

To see what God would do.

me, ‘Brother Jaime, you are my

We divided into two groups and R f'irECUADDH COLC;;."IEIA — daddy,, a.nd she inV?ted me to
set out in opposite directions. é\@% lunch with her family
Jesse recalls what happened next: " """ “I was teaching her about Jesus

“When we were evangelizing
in one of the villages we were

Talara{ )
- I -~
r-.'F.ura (fg. Yu. El

Chiclaya®

the Lord. It was a special time to
see Alison with much
hunger for Him.”

walking through, we stumbled } Tjiide PG
across someone’s house. We were cmmnm;\ ;‘}&.& % We continue to pray that God
walking with some kids and they soutn \ THuinuéo will use us to feed that
stopped for a minute. We met a paciFic HMA o VA, hunger — in young Alison and
girl named Alison. Right away we OCEAN Ca”‘m‘{\ Y mcs - “Plasrto in many others living in the
knew we had a special connection feloan S MEERE  mountain villages of Peruss

. . . ~, J BOLIVIA .
with this girl. \\\mqa;.pa Cordillera Blanca. We ask that
“Her grandmother came out (of 0. aokn Matarani®-, Heea we would be able to do so

their house) and gave us some

300 mi
a .

without hindrance. We have
seen this prayer answered before.

beans and was feeding us. We

were sharing with her. We ended
up giving (Alison) a New Testament
in Spanish and some tracts.

The mission team went into the Cordillero Blanca range of the As Justin Rowley told his church
Western Andes near the peak Nevado Huascaran, located on the map. family, “Everything (about
Mission: Peru) came together

seamlessly and | had a peace about it.” 4
“After we left her house we felt like we should

introduce the rest of the team, so we brought Jordar
and Justin back over. Jaime was translating for us.
We were able to communicate some more and learr
about who she was and about her family. It really
touched our hearts. We definitely broke down for
that little girl. She hasn't seen her mother in a few
years — we're trying to get them reunited. It was
real special meeting her.

Catholic churches often dominate squares
in dirt-poor villages in the Cordillera Blanca.
(Photo by Gary Fallesen)

“God definitely put her in our path. I don't know
when the last time | cried was, but this was
definitely a good sob for me.”

Alison was a 9-year-old in the care of her materr
grandparents, a Christian grandmother and an &
coholic grandfather. Her mother, Taina, had bee
hospitalized for epilepsy treatment three years




‘God loves a cheerful giver

The Board of Directors and staff of Climbing For Christ thank those who have answered the call to financially support His ministry.
In 2010, CAC received US$159,392 to do His work.

We know that “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). We also know “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Luke 12:34).

The apostle Paul wrote to Timothy to instruct the church “to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they
will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life” (1 Timothy 6:18-19).

It is our prayer that many of our brothers and sisters in Christ will realize that God wants them to give back some of what He has given them for His
purpose. Climbing For Christ serves His purposes at the ends of the earth. The following have recognized this and for that we are eternally grateful.
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Jillian App
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Barbara J. Asmuth
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James and Patricia Baker
Mark Baker

Bruce and Linda Bareham
Laurie & Ken Bates

Gail Bauch

Craig Beck

Eloise Beckham

J. Pearce Beissinger

Erik and Justine Bellandi
Dana and Susan Besaw
Georgiana Binder

Bryan and Julie Black

Mark and Leanne Bohn
Roger and Judy Boily
Steven and Shay Boone
James Born

Neil Brehse

James Brennan

Rose Marie Bridge

Ed Brown

Michael and Laurie Brown
Sarah Brownell

Paul and Joanne Buckert
Christian and Antonia Bull
Donald and Nancy Busse
Robert and Ruby Busse
Todd and Kristin Cappiello
John and Kathryn Carbone
Carolyn Bishop-Koso and Kyle Koso
Brad Carr

Joshua and Anna Carroll
Matt Caswell

Linda Cederstrom

Lawrence and Ruth Cederstrom
Kathleen Chlasta

Carl and Sandy Coloney
Emma Conlon

Steve and Joye Contrell
Joshua Cook

Katherine Cook

Paul and Sharon Cooley
Charlotte Crain

Susan Crawford

Thomas and Linda Cribbs
Randy and Emily Cubitt
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Stacey and Matthew Desrosiers
Kimberly and Richard DiMaria
Terrance J. Doell

Jim and Theresa Doenges
Pastor Kirk and Jodi Dueker
Rev. Arthur and Betty Dueker
Todd Dueker

Jonathan and Angela Dunn
Mark Eiwen

Cliff and Sandra Ellis

Mary Enge

Tim Engstrom

TJ Engstrom

Mark and Mindy Erbelding
Cheryl J. Esper

Abdiel Estrella

Brandy Everts

Faith to Faith Fellowship (Rochester, NY)
David and Mary Lou Fallesen
Gary and Elaine Fallesen

James and Barb Fallesen
Timothy and Karen Farrell

Fat Cat Design/Melissa Mihalyov
First Baptist Church of Durango (CO)
First United Methodist Church
(Canon City, CO)

Dennis and Virginia Floss
Richard and Charlene Foery
Janet and Mike Foltin

Fred and Melinda Franzwa
Mike Friedler

Richard and Jessil Fuhr

Derek and Karen Fullerton
Valerie and James Fullerton
Marilyn Gies

Diane Gomez

Joyce Grashy

Paul Grass

Aaron Gray

Gary Griego

Roy and Emily Guerard

Ashley Guyer

Syl and Milaine Haberer

Gerard and Frances Hahn
Christopher Harrington

David and Nancy Harrington
Richard and Janice Hartung
Michael Heitland

Nate and Erin Herbst

Heritage Christian Services (Rochester, NY)
Matthew Hiltz

Marsha and Ron Hogan

Gabriel Holliday

Hope Lutheran Church (Rochester, NY)
Hope Women's Life and Small Group
Houghton College (NY)
Houghton Wesleyan Church (NY)
Adam and Cherise Hovis

Mary Jenny Howard

Sharon Howey

Stephen and Gwendolyn Hufford
David and Susan Hurlbutt
Douglas and Carolyn Hurlbutt
Matthew and Kristen Hurlbutt
Phillip and Diane Hurlbutt
Infinite Audio

Gloria Jacobs

Sarah Jacobs

Mark and Beverly Janosky
Wendy and Todd Jenner
Kenneth Johnston

Lawrence and Ann Johnson
Tony Johnston

Robert Jopson

Rod Kaiser

Justin Keener

Bethany Kelsey

Dr. Gary Kent

Katie Kimble

Kevin and Laurie Kimble

Bob Kuebler

Joseph and Anna Kuebler

Mary Kuebler

Jeffrey and Sherri Kurtz

Terrence LaFrance

Ruth Eileen Lakey

Loren and Kassandra Laluz
Craig and Sonme Lambrecht
Mark and Barb Lambrecht
Calvin and Janet Landrus
Mike and Helen Launhardt
Gene Ledoux

Michael Leising

Mary and Kenneth Lindsay
Living Water Christian Fellowship
(Rochester, NY)

Louis and Oliver Petelle

Bryan and Holly Mabee
Colette and David Madison
Karen Magnuson

Tess Manes

Brannon and Tiffany Mangus
John Marianetti/Martino Flynn
Bill and Beth Marsaw

Stanley E. Marshall, Jr.
Thomas Martin/Search Research-
Manufacturing, Inc.

Ryan Masten

Jerry Matos

David and Carol McDonald
Randall and Denise McGarvey
W, Richard and Ella McGarvey
Jo Ellen McGrath

Lisa and Tom McNulty

Dan McQueen

Lisa Mehle-Glab

Lon Mehle

Thomas and Angela Melancon
Mario and Michelle Melidona
Barry and Julie Meyer

Eileene Mishler

Richard Missell

Monroe Plan for Medical Care, Inc.
Robert and Elizabeth Morasse
Modern Reflections/Jeff Orr
Mortenson Company

Jeff Murray

Mary Jo Muscolino

Chuck and Jennifer Myers
Christian and Sarah Nass
Anthony Natalie

Janet Norton

Steven Nutting

Edna & Keenan, and Ellen O'Brien
Todd and Tamara Olsen

Mark and Patricia Palma
James and Amy Paris

Heidi and Web Pearsall

Allan Persons

Louis-Olivier Petelle

Stanley and Kathy Phillips
Carmelina Phipps

Florence Polino

Shawn and Pamela Procter
John Pupparo

Steve Quakenbush

Michael Raha and Linda Halliburton
William and Diane Reddy
Lorraine Resch

Cheryl Robinson and James Wolf
Richard and Oksana Robinson
Mike Ross

Mark and Lisa Rothrock

John T. Rowley

Jordan and Michelle Rowley
Bernard and Irene Sabernick
Dr. Keith Sanger

Caleb Sapp

Sara Fore

Jamie Schabowski

Wayne and Sandra Scheumann
Julie Schiffmacher

Kathleen Schlafer

Kathy and Glen Schlect
Christene and Doug Schmoe
Robert Schneiter

James and Carol Schultz
Phillip and Anne S. Schultz
Graham and Cindy Shaw
Nathan Shenton

James and Emma Shoup

Joel and Christa Siebersma
Tom Simons

Joel and Pat Slesak

David Smith

Gary M. Smith

Specialty Chemicals Inc.
Andrew and Jean Sperr
William and Frances Spindler
Nona Spitzner

Bob and Nancy Squires

St. Paul Lutheran Church (Hilton, NY)
Jennifer Stanchus

Steven and Lee Stello

Charles and Cynthia Stephens
Caryn Stiteler

Lauren and David Stoessel
Pastor Larry and Jill Stojkovic
Bob Stokes

Alexandria Stoltman

Nathan Straubinger

Patrick and Diane Sturmer
Pearl Hewlett Stutz

Stephen and Jennifer Takatch
Elizabeth Thomas

Meredith Thomas

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Timothy and Carol Tyler
Daniel and Milly Traina

Jon Trottier

Doris Vander Ven

Dan and Evelyn VanderJagt
Elaine Veltre

Robert and Bertha Wachowiak
Ernie Wagoner

Melissa Waheibi

Matt Waldinger

Kevin Wall

Michael Wall

James and Deborah Wehrle
Joan Weitzel

Jack and Erin West

Isaac Will

Nokihomis Willis

Marcia and Ken Wishau
James and Karin Wood
William and Theresa Wos
Robert and Linda Yeoman
Shari Zeiler

Erica Zeiler

William and Mary Zercher
Josie Ziervogel

Asa501(c)3 non-profit ministry, U.S. donations are
tax-deductible. Please consider sending a one-time
gift or becoming a monthly contributor to Climbing
For Christ. Use the enclosed giving envelope and
send it to Climbing For Christ, P0. Box 16290,
Rochester, N.Y. 14616-0290 USA.



2011 Annual Meeting

From Him,
through Him,
for HIM

Climbing For Christ founding president Gary Fallesen welcomed
the Board of Directors to the eighth ANNUAL MEETING on Aug.
13 in suburban Chicago, IL, USA by referencing Proverbs 16:9 —
“In their hearts humans plan their course, but the Lord establishes
their steps.”

He then quoted Pastor David Platt’s inspiring book Radical: “Yes,
we work, we plan, we organize, and we create, but we do it all
while we fast, while we pray, and while we constantly confess our
need for the provision of God.”

The ANNUAL MEETING began with a time of prayer and wor-
ship, inviting God to have His way. Spiritual coordinator and wor-
ship leader Jordan Rowley led everyone in songs of praise.

Jordan shared a devotion that focused on Matthew 14:14 — how
Jesus was moved with compassion, not only spiritually and
emotionally, but physically as well, taking action to heal the sick.
He also cited Acts 1:8, one of C4C’s theme verses, and Matthew
25:35-40, as our calls to action.

The board then viewed the new C4C promotional DVD that
Jordan produced — “God Glorifying, Christ Centered,

Spirit Driven.” [The video can be seen online at
http://www.climbingforchrist.org/Default.aspx?tabid=120.]

This opening to the ANNUAL MEETING set the tone for the
boards time together, giving thanks for what He had done and
planning with great expectation for what He will do through His
ministry of Climbing For Christ.

Gary was re-elected president and Elaine Fallesen (vice president)
and Mary Lindsay (secretary) also were re-elected to three-term
teams as officers. All three were voted in unanimously.

The rest of the board consists of: Stan Phillips (treasurer), Ace
Concordia (at-large member and the coordinator of C4C Philip-
pines), Derek Fullerton (at-large), Kevin Kimble (at-large), and

Isaac Will (at-large). All members of the board were in attendance.

Gary led board members in two growth exercises, gleaned from
Pastor Bill Hybels at the Global Leadership Summit attended by
board and staff the previous two days at Willow Creek Commu-
nity Church in South Barrington, IL, USA. These exercises were:

« A life-cycle diagram, which was used to measure the
acceleration, “booming,” de-acceleration or “tanking” of each
mission project. Indonesia, Nigeria, Peru, Mission: Possible,
Tanzania and Turkey were viewed as accelerating, while Malawi,
Nepal and the Philippines were booming. Haiti was
de-accelerating and a discussion ensued about ways to keep
this, our oldest project, from “tanking.”

* The re-examination of the “core” of Climbing For Christ.
What are the five words or phrases that define the mission of
His ministry? 1. GO/proclaim Christ; 2. “Ends of the earth”;

3. Desperation; 4. Educate/equip/transform; 5. “To Gods glory!”
The board then reviewed last year’s 1-3-5-10-year projections and
wrote a new set of goals, which we pray are God’ dreams for the
ministry.

[-3-5-10 Years

ONE YEAR (in the next year)

= \Web site redesign unveiled.

* C4C Canada and C4C Philippines will be incorporated.

= “A constant challenge of fundraising coupled with ‘timely’ finan-
cial miracles showing us God is alive, well and interested in us
and C4C.”

* Two more C4C churches will be built.

= Two new “vitally alive” and active chapters will emerge in the
United States.

* Membership will increase 20 percent (about 290 new mem-
bers).

= There will be about 150 days a year of short-term mission work.

THREE YEARS (2014)

= Three or four full-time staff members. Not necessarily all in
North America.

= Missionaries to Tanzania and Haiti will be in place.

» Our presence will be established in three-to-five new countries.

= Four young people will be sent to Bible schools.

» More churches being built.

= About 280 days a year of short-term mission work.

= “One ‘new’ work will be realized that none of us can even imag-
ine — undeniably a ‘wow, only Jesus could have birthed this!™

FIVE YEARS (2016)

« Staff will include a medical professional, a pastor, and a former
CEO of a business (perhaps in the position of full-time develop-
ment director).

= There will be at least one short-term mission every month of the
year, including more ministry opportunities in Europe and Asia.

= Three new churches a year will be built.
= Six young people will be sent to Bible schools.

TEN YEARS (2021)
* More than 10,000 members worldwide.

« Eight full-time staff members.
e “?” (In other words, “Only God knows!")

Everything about Climbing For Christ is designed to glorify God.
To emphasize this point, Gary shared Pastor Louie Giglios
teaching “God’ Passion For God's Glory.” Among the many
Scriptures that are the life verses for this ministry is

Romans 11:36 — “For from Him and through Him and for Him are
all things. To Him be the glory forever! Amen.”

The ANNUAL MEETING then turned to a discussion of finances.
Treasurer Stan reported the 2011 figures through seven months
and Gary projected the rest of the year before presenting the 2012
budget. A budget of $277,385 was approved for 2012.

The Board then closed in prayer, thankful to the Lord for
gathering us in Chicago — for instruction in being better leaders
for His glory, and for His direction, provision and protection in
our lives and in the work He has set before Climbing For Christ.
“| am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you,

you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”
—John 15:5 (NIV)



A VIEW, from page 16

Mosques dominating the skyline in Istanbul, Turkey. (Photo by Gary Fallesen)

Now more than ever, those whom we need to be ready to
share our faith with could very well be followers of Islam.
To be prepared to be a good ambassador to our Muslim
neighbors, we should have a basic understanding of some
of the differences between Islam and Christianity. This

is especially true today, when we are living in an age in
which most people seem to want to focus only on what
we have in common.

To highlight three of the most significant differences, lets
look at one of the best known Scriptures that captures the
heart of the Christian — John 3:16.

“For God so loved the world...”

The incredible love of God is something that sets
Christianity apart from Islam. Allah, the god of Islam,

is said to love. However according to the Qur'an, Allah
loves only those who love him, not the whole world.
Also, there is never any mention in the Qur'an of Muslims
being instructed to love non-Muslims. In contrast,
according to the Bible, God loves the whole world. In
fact, Jesus said in Luke 6:32, “But if you love those who
love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love
those who love them.” Gods love is so complete and
perfect that He loves all of His creation, including those
who don't love Him. The Lord instructs His followers to
do the same. In addition, in Romans 5:8, we're told that
“God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” That is a love like no
other!

“..that He gave His only begotten Son...”

Around the world, the mention of the name Jesus brings
many different thoughts and feelings. Muslims revere and
respect their version of Jesus as one of the greatest
prophets, second only to Mohammed. Although Islam
teaches some truths about Jesus, like His virgin birth,
many miracles, and sinless life, Muslims are exposed to
many false teachings as well. For example, Islam teaches
that Jesus was not crucified for the sins of mankind. The
Qur'an teaches that one’s “salvation” will be determined
solely on the judgment of Allah. Therefore, there is no
need for a sacrifice. The Quran also teaches that Jesus

is not the Son of God. In fact, for a Muslim to attribute

any partner or human characteristic (like that of a father
or son) to Allah is a great sin called known as “shirk.” As
Christians however, we know that Jesus is the way, the
truth, and the life! The essence of Christianity is Jesus, the
Son of God, being our perfect and sinless sacrifice, so that
we could be saved and adopted as the sons and daughters
of the living God.

“...that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life.”

One additional (and immensely important) way that true
Christianity is different from Islam (and all other
religions) is that believers are saved by faith. Muslims
believe that when they are judged by Allah, their good
deeds will be weighed against their bad deeds and Allah
may decide to show mercy if he wills. In other words,
Islam is a works-based religion where performing specific
rites and fulfilling certain rules is taught to increase one’s
likelihood of being granted entrance to paradise. Jesus
said in John 6:29, “This is the work of God, that you believe
in Him whom He sent.” God knows that no one could ever
live a good enough, pure enough, holy enough life to

be considered blameless before God, because ALL have
sinned and fallen short of His glory. So our gracious Lord
did all of that work for us, and tells us through His word
that if we will just put our faith in the name of Jesus, we
will be saved.

If we're to be prepared for this growing opportunity of
witnessing to Muslims, we must begin on our knees.
There are so many challenges that will stand in the way
of our Muslim neighbors coming to Christ; we certainly
don't want to create any unnecessary obstacles. So, be in
prayer!

PRAY that you will be a gentle and loving witness. After
all, God's Word says that its His kindness that leads to
repentance.

PRAY for the softening of Muslims’ hearts. Many may be
hardened by a lifetime of adhering to a strict religion.
However, many others may be dissatisfied with the
impersonal god of Islam.

PRAY for an open door to share the truth. In His
sovereign authority, only the Lord can provide the perfect
circumstances, so wait for His timing.

In addition to being prayerful, be ready to share the
wonderful Good News as the Lord leads you. Be patient,
too; it may take many conversations (and prayers) to see
any fruit. Also, be sensitive to current Muslim
perspectives. We certainly don't want to compromise on
the Truth. But we also don't want to create any
unnecessary stumbling blocks for our Muslim neighbors,
so stick to the essentials of our faith.

If global trends continue, our opportunity to witness to
Muslims will only continue to increase. But whoever the
Lord places in our paths (or places our paths through the
midst of), may we follow our Lord’s example in humbly
and passionately sharing Gods truth in love. May we seek
to be Christ-like in all that we say and do, all to the glory
of God! ¥



“Independence Day is celebrated in Pakistan on 14 August each
year. It commemorates the partition of India into two parts:
India (mainly Hindu) and Pakistan (mainly Muslim), which
was itself divided into two wings — East Pakistan and West
Pakistan.

“Save Pakistan Ministries arranged an Independence Day
celebration with church congregations, where we have invited
Muslim leaders also to come and join us.”

Haseeb Masih, a Climbing For Christ member from Pakistan
who wrote those words, has boldly witnessed to the lost and
the least in his country. He is the founder of Save Pakistan,
which this year can count the following among the blessings it
has offered:

= The distribution of food and Urdu Bibles to 16 widows
and 25 orphans in January.

« Bible Schools for children.

< A well-attended Easter Celebration Program for widows
and orphans.
< An open-air crusade attended by about 1,500 people in May.
< Annual Leadership Seminar, where about 200 pastors,
evangelists, elders, and church leaders were trained.

< The opening of the Hope Sewing Center for poor women
and girls. (“We select the name because we want to give
them Hope for a bright future in their life,” Haseeb said.)

= “Basic necessities” — food, clothing, educational and medical
care — for children of poor families.

e Prayer and assistance for many among the 200,000 affected
by flooding in August.

Amidst all of this, Haseeb has and will continue to work with

his Muslim friends and neighbors. “If you really keep the royal

law found in Scripture, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are

doing right,” it says in James 2:8.

Haseeb Masih is doing right.

Pakistan is an Islamic Republic. It is nearly 96 percent

Preaching
the Gospel
to all creation

r -! By Gary Fallesen

- Climbing For Christ president

Haseeh Masih (left to right) speaks at a Pakistan
Independence Day prayer service, prays for blessings
on sewing machines at a women'’s center, and prays
with the poor at a poverty assistance gathering.
(Photos provided by Haseeh Masih)

Muslim. Open Doors ministry ranked Pakistan as the 11th
worst place on the planet for Christian persecution in 2011.
But it is possible to carry out evangelistic activities,
distribute Gospel literature, and start house churches,
according to Youth With A Mission.

Despite the notoriety of birthing terrorism and being a haven
for fanatical Muslims, not all Pakistani people are to be feared.

“It's true that sometimes we also face lots of problems from
Muslims, but all Muslims are not the same,” Haseeb said.
“Some are very kind-hearted and they are nice people.”

Haseeb invites Muslims to worship with the church on
“special occasions — and they always come and join us.”
He did so again on Pakistan’s Independence Day. “We had
prayer for the peace of Pakistan together,” he said. “And |
was thankful to Jesus Christ, who always works through
Save Pakistan Ministries.”

Haseeb does not preach Chrislam. The 24-year-old evangelist
is a lifelong Christian who is sold out for Jesus.

His favorite Scripture verse is Mark 16:15 (“He said to them,
‘Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to all creation™). “This
verse inspires me to reach out to the most needy and thirsty
people all over Pakistan,” Haseeb said.

He shared this special “God moment”: “When | gave the
message of God for the first time among 100 people, | was
not knowing what to deliver. But when | went to the pulpit,
the Lord has done a great work through me and people were
blessed.”

When asked about climbing, Haseeb said, “I just don't want to
climb, but | want to reach out there (in the mountains).”

“Climbing For Christ means to me (that) it is hard work and
nobody wants to climb to preach the Gospel. That’s the reason
thousands of people are not yet reached by the Word of God.

“When | came to know (about the) Climbing For Christ
ministry, | felt that it is very necessary and a great work for
God to reach unreached people with the Good News of Jesus
Christ. I have a vision to reach out climbing with you.” 4=



A large mosque in Moshi, Tanzania serves as a distraction to many trekkers who come to East Africa to climb Kilimanjaro. (Photo by Gary Fallesen)

A growing opportunity

Sharlng Our Falth Wlth MUSIImS gﬁr;ljgirr?garllt;nrot\gll%tspiritualcoordinator

Right before our eyes, the Muslim population is
increasing in number, influence, and even location all
around the world. Currently some modest statistics
determine that 20 percent of the world population follows
the religion of Islam. That means that one out of every
five people on this planet is of Muslim heritage. According
to the United Nations, Islam (now the world’s second-
largest religion) has an annual growth rate of 6.4 percent.
This is compared to the 1.4-percent annual growth rate of
Christianity, which remains the worlds largest religion.

Climbing
“'Christ
Climbing For Christ, Inc.
PO. Box 16290
Rochester, N.Y. 14616-0290

In fact, many nations have seen the Muslim population
more than double in the last 20 years.

So what does all of this mean?

It means that we have a growing opportunity to
witness to our Muslim neighbors. As Peter wrote in his
first epistle, “always be ready to give a defense to

everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you.”
In other words, as Christians, we should be knowledge-
able about our own beliefs as well as the beliefs of those
around us so that we can be good ambassadors of Jesus!

Continued on page 14



